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Hi all, well the Logan is over and we’ve managed to get the clan together over the 85th so its time for a round up for those of you who couldn’t join us for the occasion.


On the water things have been busy with several boats vying for the top spot each weekend and numbers have been building to a solid fleet of 11 boats for last weekends Logan Memorial.  Its also been a great social environment with plenty of fun had both on and off the water.  


After a bit of a setback our planning is back on track and three boats will be representing us in the ANZAC Day regatta next month.  It has been a bit of a slog but due to some great work by a couple of individuals we will be well represented when the AHSSA skiffs host us on the Brisbane River. 


Our sailing program takes a rest over Easter and then the Scott Wilson Series will be run to find our “Champion of Champions” for the season.
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After low fleet numbers prevailed earlier in the year, last weekends Logan Memorial saw eleven Ms take to the start line and this has been the biggest fleet of the year by far.  Margaret had her first sail of the season as she joined Matapan, Manaia II, Mahina, Masquerade, Marksman, Maquita, Motivator, Mach One, Matara and Maverick.  Mirage and Monolua are currently both racing with the RNZAF at Hobsonville and  Mistress, although threatening to join us, remains in the shed at RAYC.  


We have the basis of good fleets for the remainder of the season and we are working hard to attract support and provide extra incentive for skippers to sail next season.  It is a two-edged sword as we need to display a certain level of activity to be attractive to potential sponsors (we are simply not attractive to a sponsor if we only have three boats on the water) but we believe we have a solution and will reveal more in the near future.  Your part is to be more active in the class.    





The season to Date
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Classic Yachts.  The first event of the past month was the Classic yachts regatta, held off Orakei.  Four Ms entered the series with Matara showing the way in both races from Marksman and then Matapan.  The series provided a glimpse of the close nature of racing to come and also of the speed of Mahina who raced only on the first day.    


85th Reunion Series  This series comprised four races, two windward leeward on the first day and two harbour races on the following Sunday.   In general winds were light and the racing was close throughout.  The first race was led by M9 until the final run when M47 snuck past under kite to win by a boat length or two.  The second was a repeat when M9s good lead at the last mark was destroyed as her kite was dropped into the tide - and then run over - as it was being readied for the hoist.  It made the M47 boys happy so I guess that’s something.  The third and forth races saw   eight Ms racing and both M47 and M9 were in the hunt at the first mark along with M2 when the wind died at North head buoy and an outgoing tide did them no favours.  M46 and M3 came around the mark and found a freshening southerly to carry them to the next mark which rapidly became the finish.   The last race was in more stable breeze and M4 showed a clean transom to the fleet as she led M47 around the course for what should have been a great win.  It was not to be however, as both the leading boats failed to observe the Orakei yellow fairway mark and subsequently withdrew.  This left the door open for M46 followed by M9 but it was a fast finishing M2 that passed M9 in the final stages to claim second.   Further back M3 continued to perform well and looked the best for overall handicap honours.  


It was a great mini series with some good close racing and a fair share of both drama and position changing on the water.  The social side of the class also flourished as the ramp debriefs and post race BBQs, bought the crews together with plenty to yarn and laugh about.  The series provided a great workout for the crews immediately prior to the Logan.  
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“have you got that hundy you promised me Howie”  the sec.





On the Water changesInserting Your Own Art
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This years Logan carried a certain air of expectation with SE winds of 20 to 25 gusting 35kts were forecast for the afternoon.  After several weekends of light airs the M47 crew could now be heard giggling in anticipation (from about Thursday lunchtime onwards).  It wasn’t to be, however, as a budget blowout in the Met service forced the use of last weekends weather and a very light SE resulted.  


The arrival of M49 and some activity on M44 were welcome additions to the fleet and 11 boats lined up in the light easterly to contest the trophy.  M47 set the early pace and won the coveted first cross (well they thought it was) but the fleet spread rapidly in the light wind and moderate tide conditions.  M2, 4, 44, 46 and 49 were among the early pace setters with M47 but progress was difficult with several boats appearing in the mix as the conditions changed.  The SE wind went through E to Ne to NW and back as the boats sailed to Northern Leading buoy against the last on an incoming tide.  At best there was 5 kts of breeze often there was none.  Progress was eternally slow.    The course was then to Bastion and Orakei yellow before a return to Northern leading buoy.  The fleet spread right across the harbour with boats on different legs in vastly different parts of the harbour seeking breeze.  Throughout it all M46 established a big lead from M4 with M2 a long way back in third followed by Ms47 and 9.  On the second beat to Northern Leading M9 found the best of the breeze to round second not too far behind M46 but the decision to divert downwind in a pursuit of glory didn’t pay off and she was passed by both M4 and M2 on the last leg.   The final ignominy was M47 and M9 sitting 50 meters short of the finish line for 13 minutes awaiting, of all things, a Southerly breeze on which to finish.  That effectively put paid to any other finishers and secured handicap places to complement the first three finishers.  It was a good win for M46 who had sailed well throughout the race and a well deserved 2nd to M4 and third to M2.    


A special thanks to Pete Van der Sloot for the ‘on the water’ viewing of the race.  It was great to see some old faces there and from the noise generated as we rounded the marks it appears they all had a good time.  





68th Arch Logan Memorial Memorianniversary Regatta Everyone





2008 Reunion - 85 Years of the Emmy





Over a hundred and thirty members and former members attended the 85th celebrations held at the RAYC in late 29 February.   It was a great informal event with many friendships renewed after periods of several years.  Life members Owen Reid and Roy Skinner were on hand and it was Roy who proposed the birthday toast to mark the 85 years.  


One question raised during the night was ‘why aren’t past members getting a bill every year for their Association membership.’  The first answer to this is that we very much want to retain all former members as a part of the class, however, with the demise of the written newsletter we don’t feel we are providing you with enough of a return for your membership fee.  Another reason is that our address list wasn’t too comprehensive prior to the reunion.   


Paul Vahry, Gary Wells and Megan Jenkins were the three coordinators for the event and it was thanks to Paul in particular that the evening was such a success.  If you’re ever wandering about the RAYC looking for someone to buy a beer for, PV is the man.  He is doing a fantastic job holding the class together, organizing the BBQ, decorating the Club and single handedly getting the ANZAC regatta together.  He thoroughly deserves all available thanks. 





Matapan, Manaia II, and Mahina (Ms 2, 3 and 4) will represent the M Class Association at the ANZAC Day Regatta in Brisbane next month.   


Unfortunately we had a setback when our sponsorship fell through last month and it was only last minute action by both Paul Vahry and Hamish Milne that managed to save the day for our participation.


The boats will pack up immediately after the last of the Scott Wilson races on 6 April and be shipped to Sydney and road transported to Brisbane to be there before the 22nd of April.  The roading costs are why there is now a charge to each of the participating boats 
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Assorted Happenings





Photographs


Gary wells is setting out to update the Associations photographic database.  He is tasked with getting a framed photograph of each M for display purposes.  If you have a favorite pic that you would like displayed contact us and we will put you on to Gary.





Resignation


Ted Millar submitted his resignation from the Association last week citing unhappiness with the amendment to the class rules. 
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As you will be aware, the available boats were weighed recently to assess their compliance with the new weight limitation of 450 Kgs (in sailing condition).





Here’s a brief summary of the results:


M2   462kg


M3   544kg


M4   480kg


M6   461kg


M9   468kg


M44 440kg (without rudder etc)


M45 467kg


M46 413kg (37kg added)�M47 452kg


M50 459kg


M51 469Kg





The Weights





ANZAC Regatta Brisbane.



































Upcoming Events
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Pre start








M Class Picnic.


After the Easter break an M Class picnic will be held at Devonport - 29 March.  The plan is for a social race across the harbour, a picnic (of sorts) and a another social race home.  Brian is MC for the day and more info will be emailed out soon.








Scott Wilson.


 	The Scott Wilson ‘champion of champions’ series starts with three windward/leeward races on 30 March.  The ‘double points’ harbour race will be held the following weekend;  6 April.  Once again we will try to get as many starters for this event as possible and will seek dispensation for this from the trophy donors.  








Anzac Regatta


	The VCC will be hosting this event on ANZAC day and it will be the last formal race of the season.





Queen of the Waves.


	Its getting close so ready your ladies for the race 27 April






































M1  Mawhiti.  Auckland Maritime Museum


M2 Matapan.  Actively racing


M3 Manaia II.  Actively racing


M4 Mahina.  Actively racing 


M5 Matana.  Awaiting rebuild 


M6 Masquerade.  Actively racing


M7 Marlin.  Parked up


M8 Moonlight. Parked up


M9  Marksman.  Actively racing


M11 Mystery.  Parked up 


M25 Maui.  Bay of Islands being rebuilt.


M27 Marilyn. Parked up


M33 Mairene. Bay of Islands being rebuilt.


M36 Moani.  Parked up.


M37 Monolua.  Racing with RNZAF.


M38 Myth. Parked up.


M42 Mirage. Racing with RNZAF.


M44 Marquita. Actively racing.


M45 Motivator.  Actively racing.


M46 Mach One.  Actively racing.


M47 Matara.  Actively racing


M49 Margaret. Raced Logan.


M50 Mistress.  Gunna be back.


M51 Maverick.  Actively racing. 





The following is a list of the boats whose whereabouts we know.  If you know any more please pass the information on to us.





Your 2008 Committee


Chairman.  Bruce Craies.
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Secretary. Richard Olsen.
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Treasurer. Roy Cunningham.
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Sailing Secretary.  Brian Houston.
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ANZAC /  Events. Paul Vahry
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